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ApnaCircle merges
with Viadeo

5 pnaCircle.com has an-
ounced 1ts merger with
Viadeo, the leading business
networking site from Franoe.
This merger of both the argani-
sations would help each other in
expanding the horizon and will
also help the registered users of
Apnalircle to be linked to more
than &5 million members of
Viadeo, Based on the concept
that business networking is
closely linked to local culiure
and that its success is reliant on
its proximiry to its members,
Viadeo will retain the name
of ApnaCirlce.com, which is
already adapted and quite popu-
lar with the Indian business
habits. “We will be bringing
invaluable Knowledge 1o the
development of the Viadeo
network in [ndia, and on a more
global seale, o the rest of the
wiorld. This merger will bring
in lot of value for our Indian
subscribers as well,” commented
Yogesh Bansal, Founder & CEQ,
ApnaCircle.com. (see report on
page 34)

Business networking gains momentum with ApnaCircle

FTUHINA ANAND

esides social networking,

there lies a huge potential

in the business network-

ing sites. Reaching out 1o
friends is equally imporiant as
networking with the right mix
in business circles. Sensing a
huge opporiunity in this seg-
ment, ApnaCircle.com, the pro-
fessional and social networking
website, went public in Ocio-
ber 2007. Since then, It claims
a subscriber base of over three
lakh in India and now has gone
a step further and merged with
Viadeo, the world's lcading
business networking site from
France. This merger of both
organisations would help each
other in expanding the horizon
and will also help the registered
users of ApnaCircle to be linked
top more than 6.5 million mem-
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Yogesh Bansal, Founder and CED,
ApnaCieio.com

bers of Viadeo,

Created by two serial en-
trepreneurs Yogesh Bansal and
Sabeer Bhatia, ApnaCircle has

been focused towards pgiving
the perfect blend of profes-
sional and social networking
site. Based on the concept that
business newworking is closely
linked to local culture and that
its success is reliant on ils prox-
imity to its members, Viadeo
will retain the name of Ap-
naCirce.com, which is a familar
brand among the Indian busi-
ness habits,

Says Yogesh Bansal, Founder
and CEO, ApnaCircle.com: " We
will be bringing invaluable
knowledge to the development
of the Viadeo network in India,
and on a more global scale, to
the rest of the world. This merg-
er will bring in lot of value for
our Indian subscribers as well,”

“The merger of ApnaCircle
offers us some excellent devel-
opment possibilities. It's also a
great opportunity to lap into the

knowledge of the local teams,”
says Dan Serfaty CEO and
founder of Viaden,

Bansal informs thal they are
looking at gaining critical mass
at this point of time. They have
also been doing communica-
tion to reach out to their TG via
print, radio and ticker adveriis-
ing on news channels.

ApnaCircle.com is a mix of
both social and career network-
ing, there is no need (o wander
for network: socially and profes-
sionally in divergent direction,
it facilitates parallel nerworking
in one place, in one time. The
idea behind this concept is that
professional networking should
not be seen as a serious business
but should have fun elements
too, To facilitate this, the plan is
to introduce innovative ools for
professional networking.
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